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Satyan and his camera
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TG i the Ulniversdey tosm of Mysore, |

S sl the peivilepe of having &t my Sonfempoeanc
& few persons wha in Liter bfe, rose 00 the top o
their chosen ficlds. Among them wete ES
Verdarsramalah, who booume Chaef Justioe of India
Vo [sterwamy Ivengas the swons RuecsIfo, Ceopala
Mrndurn Adigs, whos loft the murk of his poctic pendin
on Kannada letren and Rk
Laxman. the carroonit. The
last theee of them had caughe
public atfentinn even s
students. Anather peron wha
: ,:' had begpan to be koobod upon s

: l:'f a man with s futare was T3

Saryan. Alresdy he was o familiar figure, with his
ymile and hiv camera, 1 sl recall his phetures
published in the joumnal of the Mysoee Liniversaty
Ursion, alorg with cartoons by Laxman, That was in
184, Today, six docades buter, Satyan i oo of the
besr-knowt and beat-loved photographer in our
county, one whom the nation ha honouned with
the Flidma Shei an o trbute 1o has ealen

Some contemporsties drift apart and cotme
together againg like logs carnied by a niver. With
Saryan | have been bucky 1o be in chme contact all
theie slxry yean. For some time we shared the same
rocen in Bombay when be worked in that fondly
reeserbernd Bugarew, The [arvand Wikl of i
and | wan with the Exprant newipapens. Then we
bach migraned 1o Delli, whete we lved neat cach
other for tharey vears and met several timer 4 week,

W also worked together on @ book on Karmand
li had pectuses by hibm asd the texr was by e
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. f led a1 the 5
works | huve manvellad ot the speed a

ove and mind aloe up the pacterial posaibilitien o

sinagion. Hivwork s marked by o characrefiveis

ot Libe. He b mot

MEMLAnEIt, cpenine and =c

o thawe r7||.'..,'|.1!-\.'|'| ali who brood for ks

AT pUmItRT, shutter spoods and the

HT Sharuds Froad & o woll bioes jaralel sl bossr wbose e by Fross Mt of lebs

His mind moves like L e His oe

meee than kb caimers does D thas respect b s b

shvantage

obwries

the sar batsman who must take
rcw ball bowlod st he

has time o sei LT

d CVETY

1 FatheT than the pairser wlh

e resule B thae

Satyan's att conceals itvell and gives one the

He ¢

inseantly. He emerpes as o discoverer, not o mere

impresslon of ctfortlesines M URIC RIS

recondet
HJI:'. an t'l‘."_' s worksr £ & a3 '_L:-.u' :._-_q_':'.(r
bust be woon realized that the camera was his mether

He worked s news cameraman for the Decoan

Hewald of E'Ll!l.:l."-!.‘ Bur r-..:!.l froen the Begin

i
he ook care nod 1o be imrrisonnd by the banal and

the rootine, He ca ght the oye of the odisors within

Safyan has done s

£l

Buor iz i peepie ok

particularly ¢

people bn the LN headguarnten n Mew ok

the Ineermarional Year of the (

gift oo wymg

I.'.:.!".I'!Il.*'lﬁ ik

MEVETROS

!

Ty thar bee onady

uthfu

ot of pcwy

we mdat bimed to g

Lirtle womnder

1

ind  crestive

tudies of Lindcape snd anchitecoural maaser



adyring 3 phweo-haiee | dad i the bire pornas
s hke meditation, Pl oy aptny s
o o'

For we, ik
vy sadiang  Whatdvet 0ne does shenild b
sadbhons il you & L then no

i o techiical

st o crafremanahiy
baids of iy ek that [ gt
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my first freclasce aaigranenil with UPNICEF b 1972
Thay ket they hosd o ownd 2 l‘\";'ﬁ-.-\'l".p‘-:r whus
wiold caprane imagpes o chiklren, = they waniod

+ exhibizion ar the LAY in

o't evolve il & poru
il s worth

ryibimg Tt wan oo the

This ¢ventually bed mo
1920 1o mark the Yeur of the (ald

1 did work 4o @ pepalar DEwspapo? pheotogr apht
fothan Joseph invited me 1o join the Do Herall
when it wun staried i 1345 One of my Ant e
phetographs was the srengetfim of dancer Indrand
Rehman. Bot | resagned in 1950 when (R Mandy
aaked me B0 fom i ot the Workdy s 8 Jeatufe WTIECE
v Boenbay. 1 dids’t ke the ciny. Neither did 1 lie
wincking in sn office; 1 wanted 1o be footloose and
firscy-froe. Mandy readdy sgrood with me arcd et
return 10 Myscer. | began writing too, and my firsn
artiche abeoad was pubdished in The Chruman Soende
Momagor When my brother Nagarajan pot o job in
Delhi as o photographer attached to the Fhoro
Division of the Government of India, | eventually
joipsed B b 1957 and moade the city my home. |
wai freclancing for Lgt magazine and they too kel
thaz i would be berter for me 1o be baed in Bk
Witk Delhi a6 my base for thirty-five yean, |
eraveliod widely in Indus and neighbouning Lands and
teterned to Mypsorr i 1999 1o contimue ey Fomande
with the cameta

(RUEAT plomuscs arx macke, not takien. They

cewnt o by canaal. Thire has to be

with the sabiect, One should noe be canly

11 s oady then that the image raracends the |

diocumenian
I alwmy endeavour miake ware 1hat g

are sharp, clear and uncluntered. My emgl

Jwavs on the. matn sobject. | concentrate or

this nght, as Far a puosaible, and ket the sun

remain an' they are. While shooding | coup

bt fullframe. - Although  deve
technobney has made 8 ditference, I don’t wans ¢
machine to dictate 1o me. | do phostograpky
own termas ooy my beat o be a down-to: ear
pralint. 1dont indalge in any gimmdchry. | b
pretences. [ try 1o make my plirures as refi
s pouthle,

1 prefer black-and-white ph
thing it bs move graphic and kst bongee. (1

the negative of my first price-winning phaoto!) |
alio s challerging sy colour photography. T
there b cotour all around, a Black and white i
does not distract; indead it highlighes the cuence
Wy greatest reward bas been puldic fecogar
I have been able o communicate ¢ F
peopee. those who ak during the show, "who b «

photographer!™ and are surprised 1o sce i b e, ¢
wnehody on a3 :\‘\;ﬂlnt. They talk to me. | am kne
in returnc | have 1o give them something—nry bese
I have to share my aoatheukc debighr, My concer
not b kmpres poopde. | am content to be a rocoed
i

of bife, beaury and rruth s [ see i1 »
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